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1 Wlihelm Richard Wagner, 1813-1883.
2 Eduard HANSLICK, 1825-1904.
3 Carl Dahlhuaus, 1928-1989.
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> August Otto Halm, 1869-1929.
¢ Ernst Kurth, 1886-1946.
7 Otakar Hostinsky, 1847-1910
8 Richard Grant White, 1822-1855.
% Franz Schubert, 1797-1828.
10 Robert Schumann, 1810-1856.
11 Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847.
12 Georg Friedrich HANDEL, 1685-1759.
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An Analysis of Pure/Absolute Music in Contemporary Iranian Music
Culture

Abstract

“Pure/Absolute Music” is a concept that was first proposed by the Romantics in the sense of music
composition that is free from metamusical concepts, text, program, and descriptive title. Absolute
music, which is also considered in Iranian classical music culture, is actually not known as music
without content or meaning, but as music expressing an ineffable or unimaginable meaning. The
analysis and explanation of absolute/pure music in Iran is an important issue that is analyzed and
interpreted in this research by focusing on examples from contemporary Iranian music culture.
The results of this research are associated with examining the question of what characteristics pure
music has in contemporary Iranian classical music culture, that is, from the Qajar era to the present
day. Therefore, the main purpose of this research is to analyze pure music in contemporary Iranian
classical music culture. The research method in this study is fundamental-theoretical in terms of
purpose, descriptive-analytical in terms of method, and library-electronic in terms of data
collection. From the results of this study, it can be concluded that contemporary Iranian classical
music can be classified into two groups: pure music and descriptive music. Absolute/pure music-
making itself appears in two forms: 1. Improvisation 2. The order of the Iranian musical system,
which has specific formal forms such as prelude, introduction, four-tone, color, and rhythm; of
course, there are pieces from these two pure groups that do not have descriptive titles.

Keywords: Pure music, Absolute music, Contemporary music



